
kwell's Island Woman
from Soiling Her
. by Hard Work

-|0 Leisner, and Apparently
uoes into the Cataleptic

State at Will.

THE "SPELLS" SAID TO BE GENUINE.

Doctors Declare That the Case Exhibits
All the Regular Symptoms, but

the Warden Believes She
Is Shamming.

A woman with a case of voluntary fits Is
Just now causing the keepers and doctors
at the workhouse on Biackwell's Island a

great deal of trouble. There seems to be
no doubt that the proprietor of the fits
has them at her own convenience, and
taJces one whenever she wants it. While
she has them readily, it is a hard matter to
bring her out of them, and they are pro¬
nounced genuine, triple-extract fits of the
approved cataleptic variety by the physi¬
cian In charge.
The "fit girl," as the woman is known on

the Island, is Lizzie Leisner, a shoplifter,
who was sent up from Special Sessions on

December 13 of last year. The girl is a

pretty, black-eyed Jewess, about twenty
y<»«rs of age, with a wealth ot black hair,

carelessness with which It is worn

.ddlng greatly to her attractiveness.
When she arrived at the Institution on

December 14 she was told that she would
hare to employ herself in scrubbing. She
had Just been examined by a physician
who greets each arrival, and had been
pronounced in good health.
When told that she would have to scrub

the girl promptly had a fit. She fell down,
her eyes closed, her form trembled, and

Lizzie Leisner.
This yrmag woman has put the authorities on

Blackwell's Island in a quandary. When ordered
to do scrubbing- she promptly has a cataleptic
fit, which the doctors say is genuine, and the
warden, a sham.

(Sketched by a Journal staff artist.)
then she was quiet. Water was sprinkled
on her face, but without any effect, and a
doctor was called.

PREFERRED FITS TO SCRUBBING
The physician placed his ear to her "Heart,

>lidp eximinf' ihe con¬
dition ot tne iris and felt her pulse. He
applied restoratives, and In a short time
the girl was able to walk unassisted to the

ward of the workhouse. Two
days later she was said to be all right, and

would n^t t0 SCrUb' but deciared she

. rto'!1 ®ew." ^ut I'll not scrub," she said
defiantly looking at her well-kept hands
and turning up her pretty nose. The ma-

H°n. who has become used to that sort
?£ among women of this class, said
she would have to scrub. When she rang
for orderlies to make the girl scrub or place
her In a dark cell, the girl fell In another

,
The rules of the Institution under War-

den Dunphy make it mandatory In case
or illness for a keeper or matron to send
5 for a Physician, and not to trust
to their own diagnosis in any case. While
the matron was sure the girl was sham¬
ming, she obeyed the rule, and much to
ier surprise the physician pronounced it a
genuine case of fits, and the girl was re¬
moved to the hospital.
In the hospitl she had another fit when

about to be ordered out to scrub again. She
was sent to the charity hospital at the
south end of the island to Warden Knowles
who wanted women to clean the halls of
the hospital. For two days she worked at
dusting and doing light tasks until the
housekeeper of the place told her to scrub
She refused, and said she would sew but
she wouldn't ruin her hands scrubbing. A
4>hyglcian was sent for, who said there was

nothing wrong with her, and that she was
perfectly able to scrub.. Before he had cot
away she had a fit. "

She soon recovered, and was returned to
Warden Dunphy yesterday with a note stat-

^at had refused to scrub and had
said she felt like having another "spell."

that woman to the doctor," ordered
the vvarden. "ft she Is able to work I want
to know it. If she Is sick she will have to
stay In the hospital."

HAS "SPELLS" AT WILL.
After she had left his office the Warden

said: "That is the worst woman I have had
here for years. Her fits, I think, are
shammed. She has them only when It Is a

question of work, but the doctors say she
.has genuine fits, and, of course, I cannot
punish a woman In that condition. But
what puzzles me is that she has them at
will, and they stand all the tests the doc¬
tors apply. When she came here she talked
English; now she declares that she doesn't
understand a word of it. The last time she
was on the island she talked English per¬
fectly.
"Her sham fits interested the rabbi who

visits here. He is a very excellent man,
and thought my diagnosis of her was wrong
from the story she told him. He was so im¬
pressed with it that he went out and in¬
vestigated her story. The next time he
called he declared she was one of the worst
women he ever had anything to do with "

The peculiar fact about Lizzie's "spells" or
fits Is that after they are over her tempera¬
ture Is normal, her heart regular and there
is not the slightest trace of any ill effects
and she would pass an examination for any
Ife Insurance company in existence. Her
litv'us have a healthy color, her face Is
round her figure plump and she is the pic¬
ture of health.

CLEASON SWINGS HIS AXE.

Several of the Doughty Mayor's Hench¬
men Are Provided with Places.

Mayor Gleason, of Long Island City, an¬
nounced several appointments when he ar¬
rived at the City Hall yesterday morning, j
There was one vacancy in the Committee
of General Improvement, and to fill it
the Mayor named Owen Woods, one of his
stancacst friends. He also named an en¬
tirely new Board of Assessors. The three
nevt- men are James Davrcn, Charles Mc
aaiara and Louis Willing. Mr. Davren
lit be president of the Board. I
I he ou'gofnfcT administration reappointed

11 tne clerks and employes of the General
mprovcment Department, except James
-cblnson. Jr., one of the clerks.
Tne new committee has reversed the or¬

der, and has dismissed the entire staff
anu has made Robinson chief clerk of the
department.
The Police Department will come in for

2. ^arc f^ecutlve attenton In a few
days. Mayor Gleason ig sharpening a sDe
ciai nzt for this department,

NE IS IN THE TOMBS.
Police Not Able to Corroborate the Story

of Katz, Who Says He Saw Mrs.
Runnett Murdered.

Acting Captain Vredenburgh, of the West
Sixty-eighth Street Police Station, failed
to corroborate the statement of Joseph
Katz, yesterday, that he saw Real Estate
Ageut Albert A. Nellls push Mrs. John A.
Runnett to her death. Katz claimed he
and a woman.probably a servant.saw
Nellls shove the woman from the top^ofthe steps leading to his house. No. -ol
West Seventy-sixth street. Into the area-

way in which her dead body was found.
The police yesterday took Katz to eveiy
house within a couple of blocks of NeIlia's
home, but they could not locate the

"'"Some of the people said they bad not
even heard of the case, the A^lng £aptain said. "I cannot underetand why Katz
should make such a charge against Nellls

^K^tz'was^aken before Coroner Hoeber and}
subjected to an hours examination, lit
stuck to his original story, and In answer
to the Coroner's questions said he went up
to within a few doors of Nellls s house to
keep an appointment with a woman an
went there again Thursday for the same
purpose Ho declined to give the name of
this woman. At the close of ^ examina¬tion the Coroner committed him to the
House of Detention as a witness. Nulls
was also re-examined. He was represented
by Lawyers John Fennel and J. Aspinwall
Hodge^ original statement andw?. Committed to 'the Tomb, without
hnll The lawyers claim that Katz
crazy, and that before he put in an.ap¬
nea ranee at the station house on Thurs
dav he called at Nellis's house and said
he wished to see him concerning the case.
a8 he had some Important
Mr Nellls refused to see him. Katz says
he passed the house Thursday afternoon,
but does not remember calling on Nellls.
Acting Captain Vredenburgh says that

durliig Coroner Hoeber's examination of
Knt7 vesterday his men were excludedf^m the room, and he naturally feels In¬
dignant about It. Detective Hahn says hehaSd .rked on the mystery early and
late and took Katz to the Coroners office.
He was entitled to hear what the man
h id to sav and was anxious to do so, but
the erratic'little Coroner refused to recog¬
nize him and barred him out.
The police yesterday located the wife

of Katz who Informed them that sne°r._M nnt believe her husband under oath.
They were married, she claimed, about the
middle of November, and he shortly afte
ward abandoned her. The officials of theSSJdW Sbi« M«;« rrM. o?»them for three months and left ot nis own
accord. The Inquest In the case Is set
next Wednesday.

there will be no ice trust.

Charles W. Morse Has Not Obtained Con-
trol of the Knickerbocker Company.

For several days rumors which bore the
impress of authenticity have been circu¬
lated to the effect that an Ice Trust had
been practically formed, and that the price
of ice was to be greatly increased. It
was stated that Charles W. Morse, presl

iRralSotUu!e °proposed Tras^-'he Yvolcker

Mr. Maclay was s< nlgh^a^
oi

.mtTan^ecombination which would

^ouPd remain absolutely free from com-

concerned there win'^no^ncreaTc l/thft

fnr n« to deny any attempt on the part
of the International Company to get con¬
trol of the Knickerbocker Company, as well
as the reported purchase by him of Knick¬
erbocker stock.

.A RAuToN^THE TREASURY."

Comptroller Fitch Objected to a Street
Opening Assessment.

Comptroller Fitch and President Jerolo-
man of the Board of Aldermen, had a little
discussion yesterday at the meeting of the
Board of Street Opening over a letter that
had been received by the Mayor from
George A. Miller, representing James C.
Carter and others, In regard to the assess¬
ments for opening West One HUndred and
Elchty-flrst street. Mr. Miller £»av(* *
his opinion that the Board had exceeded Its
authority in designating the area which
should bear a full assessment and the part
which should bear only a;,Part ";,Hnn t_Mr. Jeroloman evinced a ^P08'11011 ^hurrv the matter along. Mr. Fitch charac¬terized it as one of the greatest attempts to
raid the city treasury that had ever come
under his observation. Mr. Jeroloman was
one of the commissioners who assessed theproperty? and Fitch told him be was not in
such a hurry to make his report as he was
to dispose of the question. The opening of
prospect avenue, 100 feet wlde, wlhile
property owners wanted a 50-foot street,
was the cause of a controversy over the
assessment, as the property to be benefited
can only bear 90 per cent of the whole.

SMYTH DECLINES HONORS.

The Ex-Recorder Bars Floral Tributes in
His New Position.

The attaches of the District Attorney s

office have been making preparations to
welcome back to the Criminal Courts Build¬
ing ex-Recorder Frederick Smyth, who
takes his seat Monday In the criminal
branch of the Supreme Coiirt In the room
formerly known as that of the Court of

°Justice Smyth1 lias requested that all
formalities be dispensed with, and has
issued orders to the court attendants not
to permit any floral emblems to be brought
lnT0hehmembeVs'ofnthe District Attorney'sstiff and .hl Judges of the General Ses¬sions gave a dinner to Justice Smythiast year before he went out of office.
have arranged to tender a dinner to him
this evening at the Hotel Savoy. It Is
expected that about thirty of the ex-Re¬
corder's stanch friends vi:ll attend. Dis¬
trict Attorney Fellows will act as toast-
master.

KEYS TO THE BURDEN SAFES.

The Originals or the Duplicates Were
Used in Gettirvg the Jewels.

A representative of the safe company
that has in Its possession the safe from
which Mrs. I. Townsend Burden's jewels
were stolen said yesterday that there was
absolutely no doubt that both Mrs. Bur¬
den s safe and the other In Mr. Burden s
¦voir were opened with duplicate keys or
with the originals. Neither lock upon ex¬
amination showed any evidences of! havMng
been tampered with, nor were there any
traces of wax to Indicate that Impressions
had been taken of the locks.
This statement will account for the per

sMence with which the police have tx
amined and are still examining and cross-
examining inmates in the house. Acting
Captain O'Brien said yesterday that his
detectives were still at work, but had
discovered nothing of importance as yet.

Grand Jury ThinUcd ana Discharged
The Grand Jury for the December term was

discharged by Judge Cowing, in the General
Sessions, yesterday Tbe^Jud^ said that the
Grand Inquisitors deserved the thatta of the
community for their labors and the l»iww«ioji
mumier in which they had discharged their dutj .£e informed them that they had passed on 700
cases. 200 of which were dismissed.
Before leaving the building I oremanWaUfice,

on behalf of the Jurors, presented Ed'«ard J.
*4li«>lvev the stenographer to the Grand Jary,
with I' set of resolutions, complimenting him.Yesterday was Mr. Shelrey's last day in the
Criminal Courts, as he has lieen
stenographer of Part I. 9t the Trial Term of
the Supreme Court.

Miss Davis Sought to Disconcert
the Playwright While He

Testified.

Lawyers Design to Show That He
Was Not the First to Adapt "Miss

Helyett" from the French.

MRS. CARTER HAD NO AUTHORITY.

Author of the Play Examined Again in Kate
Davis's Suit Against Charles Froh-

man for $5,800 Salary
and Damages.

David Belasco had another session with
the lawyers In Kate Davis's suit against
Charles Frohman for $5,800 salary and
damages, before Referee Ernest Hall, at No.
62 William street, yesterday. Miss Davis
watched him and smiled mockingly when
the cross-examiner pressed the witness with
unpleasant questions. Mr. Belasco had the
score and libretto of "Miss Helyett" with
him.
"Was 'Miss Helyett' ever produced In

English before you adapted it?" Inquired
Mr. Burr, acting for Miss Davis.
"It was not, sir," said Mr. Belasco.
Lawyer Rosebault, speaking for the wit¬

ness, objected to. this line of examination.
"I desire to show," said Mr. Burr, "that
'Miss Helyett' was adapted before, and that
Miss Davis saw It acted In English."
"Do you know If Mrs. Leslie Carter

ordered Miss Davis from the stage on the
night of December 9, 1892?"
"No, sir; Mrs. Carter, to my knowledge,

never ordered Miss Davis from the stage."
"Did Mrs. Carter ever have any authority

from you or Mr. Frohman to discharge
members of the company?"
"No, sir."
"Now, isn't it a fact that Mrs. Carter

often kept the play waiting?"
Mr. Rosebault objected to this question.
"It makes no difference," said he, "in

this case, whether Mrs. Carter disobeyed
orders or not."
Referee Hall sustained the objection and

Mr. Belasco smiled.
SURE HE HIRED CARRIAGES.

"Are you quite sure, as you testified be¬
fore, that you hired carriages for Miss
Davis?"
"Yes, sir; I am."
Miss Davis tossed her head disdainfully

at this answer.
"Where did you hire the ^rrlages?"
"Oh, when we were on the road, and

once or twice in th<» city."
"Have you be,en able to think of the

name of the <\ancing master you hired for
Miss Davis,V
"No, xir; I have not."
M'.ss Davis smiled at this. Mr. Belasco

fx htllied at a former hearing that he had
employed a dancing master to teach Miss
Davis how to dance.
"If you want the address and name of

the dancing master, we can get it for you,"
said Mr. Rosebault, blandly.
"I am afraid we can't get the address,"

Interrupted Mr. Belasco, mournfully, "as
the dancing master Is dead."
Miss Davis laughed heartily and re¬

torted:
"Oh! but he must have an address all

the Same."
MftS. CARTER'S INTEREST.

"Did you ever state that Mrs. Carter
had an Interest in the play of 'Miss Hel-
yet?' "

"I never did, sir."
"Why did Miss Clemens, one of the four

ladles who played the part of Emanuelo
at different times, leave?"
"She left because of trouble with Miss

Davis; Miss Bertine was dismissed and
Miss Somers left to join her husband."
Mr. Burr here said that he would like to

ask Mr. Belasco one more question.
"Is it true or not, Mr. Belasco," said

he, "that Mrs. Carter owed you $20,000 or
$25,000 during the 'Miss Helyett' season
of 1891 or 1892?"
Mr. Rosebault Jumped to his feet and

said:
"I object to the question."
Referee Hall sustained the objection, and

an adjournment was taken until January
8 at 10:30 o'clock.

MAJOR FLYNN DENIES IT.

Says Colonel Williams's Affidavit About
* His Deal Is Untrue.

Colonel T. S. Williams, of the Brooklyn
Heights Railroad Company, and Major P.
H. Flynn, of the Nassau syndicate, are at
odds. It was learned yesterday that the
papers in the case of Mrs. O'Connor against
the Long Island Traction Company could
not be found in the County Clerk's oflice.
The Deputy County Clerk, Wiliiam J.
Lynch, said the papers had been sent out to
be typewritten.
Among the papers was a statement made

by J. W. Sellgman & Co. and H. B. Holllns
& Co. to the effect that Flynn in 1893
agreed to stop the suit of Francis B. Mar-
key, brought to prevent a lease of the
Brooklyn City Railroad Company to the
Heights Company, and In return the firms
named agreed to let Flynn have one-fourth
interest in a railroad deal for one-llfth the
total amount he paid. It was said that
Flynn received $350,000 of Brooklyn &
Suburban road bonds and $10,000 In cash.
Colonel Williams made au affidavit to that
effect, and It was this affidavit that aroused
Major Flynn's Ire.
"It Is a lie," said Mr. Flynn yesterday,

when lie heard about Colonel Williams's
affidavit. "I heard hints about such an af¬
fidavit when the case was In court, and I
advised my lawyer to deny It In advance."

THE SAFE TRUST IS SAFE.

Mr. Page Sets at Rest the Rumors Regard¬
ing Financial Difficulties.

Stockholders of the Safe Trust, the Her-
rlng-Hall-Marvln Company, will be pleased
to learn that there is no probability of a

receivership. Mr, Page, of the firm of
John H. Davis & Co., No. 10 Wall street,
said yesterday there jvas no truth what¬
ever In the rumors that the company was
insolvent.
"When our firm undertook to dispose of

the stock of the company three years ago,
consisting of $1,300,000 preferred and
$1,500,000 common stock," he said, "it was
subscribed for ten times over, and the
books were closed within one hour.
"This company, like thousands of others,

felt the hard times, but the recent con¬
tracts made by the company show that the
tide has turned, and it is only a question
of a short time when business will be as
profitable as It was five years ago.
"There is absolutely no basis for the

rumors that have appeared In several news¬
papers that the company has labored under
financial difficulties. It has met every ob¬
ligation promptly and Is prepared to con¬
tinue doing so. The annual meeting does
not take $ace until June. There will be
no earlier meeting."
DEATH TOOK FEICHTEL, TOO.

Mourned for His Little Daughter and
Caught Cold at Her Funeral.

Elsie Felchtel, twelve years^ old, who
lived with her parents on East One Hun¬
dred and Thirty-eighth street, near Brook
avenue, was taken ill about two weeks be¬
fore Christmas. At first little was thought
of her sickness, but after a few days the
doctors found that the child had consump¬
tion and that her case was hopeless. She
died very suddenly just before Christmas.
Charles Felchtel, the father, was heart¬

broken. On the day of Elsie's funeral he
contracted a cold. Pneumonia developed,
and he died New Year's Eve. The doc¬
tors say that his death was hastened by
that of his little daughter. His funeral
took place yesterday from the old Dutch
Reformed Church, on Houston street, of
which he had been a member since his ar¬
rival in this country, forty years ago.

TRUST COMPANY FAILS.
Unauthorized Speculations on the Part of

Its Real Estate Agent, Now
Dying, the Cause.

Philadelphia, Jan. 3..The Solicitors'
Loan and Trust Company, at No. 142
South Fourth street, assigned to-day. The
assignees are Thomas De Witt Cuyler and
Effingham B. Morris;
The failure resulted from unsuccessful

and unauthorized speculations on the part
of J. Rush Ititter, real estate officer of the
company, and a member of the Board of
Directors. Mr. Ritter speculated heavily
in a number of securities, chiefly in the

0f *^.e Clt,zens' Passenger Railway of
ndianapolis, and had also been concerned
rL? numVer, of real estate deals in New

J? elsewhere. He became deeply
involved, and to meet certain obligations
drew four drafts on a Mr. Cook, of New
lork, to which were attached bills of pur-
chase for certain securities. The drafts
a®®^£ated $200,000, and bore the signature
ot Mr. Ritter and the name (by rubber
stamp) of the Solicitors' Loan and Trust
Company. The drafts were taken by Mr.
7 *l:f t0. the Tradesmen's National Bank

or this city, whose cashier, Instead of en¬
tering them for collection, paid Mr. Ritter
the $209,000 in cash. The drafts were re-
turned from New York dishonored.
1 resident Clay, of the Solicitors' Com-

pany, consented to furnish the Trades-
f!-1! with an indemnifying bond for
$lo0,000, without waiting for the authority
of his directors. The directors were ig¬
norant of the creation of this obligation
it Is said, until Sunday last, nearly two I
weeks after the event had occurred. A
hurried meeting of the Board was held
and the action of the president and the
?, Sii.'en by hlm were jointly repudi¬

ated. The Tradesmen's Bank threatened
to bring suit for the 5150.000. and the as¬
signment of the Solicitors' Company was
then decided upon by the directors.
T».;rrol\? worriment over the affair, Mr
Hitter has become critically ill, and he is

Ar°nT<- ^ th£ point of death. Cashier
McKee, of the Tradesmen's Bank, has re¬
tired from the service of the institution.
Cuyler, Morgan & Co., of No. 44 Pine

street, are the correspondents of the So¬
licitors Loan and Trust Company, of Phiia-

Ja;», S Ahe o0ice of thls It was

«
tr! st comPany was not in

daily
firm, i s accounts were closed

It was understood that the trust com¬
pany s assignment had been precipitatedfen 6 decline of the Indianapolis Street
Railway stock, largely held in loans as

^llateral by tke company, and the losses

stock Th^ a director in this same
01uPany was trustee of the

Etc -n f ri°rtsage. He had bought is
heavily in the name of the company He
tinn^'n T°?ey trom the Tradesmen's Na

this s'ock nnH8 hStHin bls sPeculations in
thi 8-ock, and had as a director given

e oank bond of $150,000.
'lhe company assigned to evade the con¬

sequences of the bond. The IndiananoH«
Street Railway stock had declined be
cause the city authorities decided that
the charter obtained from the State was
not one in perpetuity, but only of seTen
years duration. This contention was h*
ing fought in the courts, but had treat v

depressed the value of the stock
B ty

Surprise In Indianapolis.
JndlanapoUs, Ind., Jan. 3.-The news of
he failure of the Solicitors' Loan and Trust
Company, of Philadelphia, has caused a se-

CMtl^en^^Stree^R^ail wa*yeC(mipa^jye<^The
port of the failure plaved l)uoo witt, th
stock of the Citizens' C^mpanv It

New^or^a^Ta^8 2# rel^Tf lo
immediately 'pXd It downTo 24°%?

would be appointed? """

MUST BE A MODEL RIFLE.
State Board of Examiners' Requirements

in Making New Arms for the Militia.
A circular to proposing exhibitors ot

guns suitable for use by the National
Guard has been Issued by the New York
State Board of Examiners. Exhibitors
*111 have until March 2 to comply with the

th^ the rifle is readyfor use
* exI)licit,y

1?? e must be accompanied bv r
written agreement to manufacture sMich

noiK) as m
United States, not exceeding15,000, as may be required bv the Ktntw

specifying the price for the same if t<»'
cepted The rifie must bo constructed to
use the present standard servicesmoke

ment.P°W ^munition of this Govern-
The mechanism and all parts of thn

arms must be designated and constructed
to stand a chamber pressure of 6,000 pounds

tneb- The luaxImum 1 imit
or.J ?K . .

e gun must bo ten pounds
and the minimum limit eicht nnnnrii .

'

half. Exhibitors will be® allowed to em®
for7te^tsert marksmen 011 the days assigned

FLED FROM SAN FRANCISCO.

Page, Once DistrJct-Attorney There, Ar¬
rested in This City.

James D. Page, formerly District-Attor¬
ney of San Francisco, was arrested in
this city yesterday afternoon and Is locked
up at Police Headquarters. The prisoner
S4 W,>ntfrJ,n San franc,sco for embezzling

f,rom a" insane person named
wL iwi11berg, of whom he was guardian
last year

°m Francisco on May 28 of

Jt£?i Tuer1,ar Act,Iig Captain O'Brien re-
«'ived a telegram from Chief of Police
Crowley, of San Francisco, asking that a
sharp lookout be kept in this citv for
I ago, as it was believed that lie had eome
here from Salt Lake City, where he .
located on December 14. Detectives Ron-

t>o" petrosino were detailed to look
; a?0' a? ,OIlv description furnished

them they took the man into custody yes¬
terday afternoon near the Post Office
Page, w-ho is forty years old, has been

"Ting under an assumed name at No 230
East Iwenty-seventh street He Was
rvSfrt ltlle detectives to Essex Market
Court, where he was remanded by Magis¬
trate Simms until next Friday to await
the arrival of requisition papers.

SHOT BY A CRIPPLED BOY.

Bertrand Rohner's Reckless Shooting Re¬
sults in the Wounding of Herman Strauss.
Bernard Rohner, aged sixteen, the son

of a furniture dealer, living at No. 312
East Sixty-sevehth street, cannot walk
without a crutch, but he can shoot like a

cowboy He wis arraigned in the York-
ville Police Court yesterday charged with
snooting Herman Strauss, a carpenter, of
No. 300 East Sixty-sixth street, but was
discharged when he said he had only used
22-calibre Flobert cartridges.
Strauss was walking along the street op-

posite Koliner's bouse, 011 December 31
when he suddenly fell to the street with a
bullet in his hip. At lhe Presbyterian Hos-
pital the bullet was extracted, but as there
was danger of blood poisoning the police
were notified.
Mrs. Webber, who lives at No. 310 East

Sixty-seventh street, said she saw repeated
flashes, as of some firearm, from young
Rohner's window. She said he fired nearly
fifty shots, and marks of the bullets were
round on the sidewalk and the wood-
woik of the house opposite. Rohner was
then arrested.

Coldest Day of the Season.
St. Paul, Minn., Jan. 3..Last night was

by far the coldest of the Winter, the
range of temperature being all the way
from 6 below zero at St. Paul to 30 below
at Calgary, N. W. T. The coldest point
in Minnesota is St. Vincent, where at 9
p. m. it was 53 below zero. Special dis¬
patches from Northern Minnesota points
say it has snowed furiously part of the
day, and that a blizzard is blowing.
New East Sde Evening School.
The senior female evening school at No. 228

East Fifty-seventh street was opened last night
This is the only free evening school between
Houston street and the Harlem River on the
East Side In which stenography, bookkeeping
and cotting and fitting are taught. Free tuition

v. .
* e or(llnary branches is given lr this

school to women and girls sixteen years ad or

NINE STARVED ON A RAFT.
Seamen Drifted to the Louisiana Coast.

Saved After Being Without Food
Five Days.

The New York consignees of th; trim
American schooner Julia A. Ward, which
was recently wrecked on the coast of Lou¬
isiana, received a letter from Captain Itlch
yesterday, giving details of the loss of
his craft and the escape from death of him¬
self and eight sailors.
The little schooner, laden with stone,

was on a voyage from Bay View, Mass.,
to Sabine Pass. A storm began December
18. Before 6 o'clock the next morning
the wind was blowing a howling gale, aiu1
giant seas were toppling over the Ward,
threatening every moment to smash her
Into smithereens. The strained vessel be¬
gan to leak. All hands manned the pumps.

All day on the 19th and all night the
storm raged wildly.
Before dawn of the morning of the 20th

the Ward was a hopeless wreck. From the
roaring of the surf the captain knew
that he was close to the coast. She struck
early that morning, and all hands had to
take to the mlzzen rigging.
"For forty-eight hours, writes the cap¬

tain, "we were the prisoner, of the wind
and sea.' Every moment during all those
long, weary hours seemed to be our last.
Wet, hungry and exha'"^ted, we clung to
the rigging with the desperation of dying
men. After bein'; in the rigging forty-
eight hours with nothing to eat or drink
the storm "?.t,derated a little.
"Till* gave us courage. Altthough we

were too weak to talk, we started to build
a raft. We succeeded in getting some of
the wreckage together, and. as the wind
was blowing shoreward, we determined to
set ourselves adrift, hoping that we might
drift ashore.
"We left the rigging on the afternoon

of December 24. It was, I tell you, a most
dreary, desolate Chlrstmas Eve. None of
us expected to reach shore alive. For
nearly thirty hours we drifted about, be¬
ing tossed by the storm. It required all
the strength and courage we could sum¬
mon to cling to that life raft. Christmas
Day dawned stormy, but with a favorable
wind for us. That night we were driven
on the beach. I afterward found that we
landed near St. Joseph's Harbor, on the
Louisiana cosat.
"We were then in a desperate con'dltion

from thirst, hunger and the exposure we
had endured. Where Ave struck was a
swampy region. That night we slept In
the bushes, and the next morning started
to look for some fresh water. We trampedthe beach, but could And none. Around
us there was no sign of human habita¬
tion. It looked to us as though we would
die from fatigue and hunger.
"Two days after striking the beach we

came across a plantation owned by a gen¬tleman named Franklin. We reached it
Jate at night and aroused some of the
workmen. They came to our assistance,supplied us with food, gave us new cloth¬
ing and a comfortable place to recuperate."We were horrible looking sights when
we reached the plantation. We had been
without food, water or sleep for nearly a
week. It is only owing to the care and
kindness of Mr. Franklin that we live to
tell the tale of our shipwreck. When we
had recovered sufficiently Mr. Franklin
secured us passage on the schooner M. L.
Weaver, which brought us to Galveston.
We lost everything we owned."

DIVORCE DUE MRS. CARHART.
Her Husband Made His Choice and Ad¬

mitted ft.
Hannah C. Carhart is entitled to an ab¬

solute divorce from Lewis H. Carhart, ac¬
cording to the report of Referee Martin T.
McMahon, which was filed yesterday in the
Supreme Court.
The Carharts were married at Davenport,

la., October 5, 1871, and they lived In thiscity for fifteen years. Mrs. Carhart lefther husband five years ago, going to HotSprings to live. Subsequently he admittedIn letters that he had been guilty of im¬
proper conduct with a woman who wasknown by the names of Bennett andSmith.

Cifrhart's letters were admitted In evi¬
dence by Referee McMahon. They were
Identified by his son Alfred, whose mother
had shown them to him. After' praisingthe woman with whom he said he was liv¬
ing and declaring that he was never hap¬pier in his life, Carhart, in one of the let¬
ters, said: j"If I have to choose between married life
without love, or love without marriage, I
shall choose the latter and take mychances at any tribunal. I don't desire youto make any sacrifice of yourself. Life is
too short to spend in that way. If the
Lord wishes us to go on further togetherHe will so order it."

"FATHER BILL" WEDS AGAIN.

Mrs. Daly No. 1 Secured a Divorce in Con¬
necticut a Few Weeks Ago.

"Father Bill' Daly, of turf fame, Is a

benedict again. His first wife secured a
divorce from him only a few weeks ago in
Connecticut. Mrs. Daly No. 2 is Ellen O.
Mahoney, whom Mrs. Daly No. 1 named
as a co-respondent in her suit. Miss Ma¬
honey is an attractive young woman,
about twenty-five years old, and thirty-two
years her husband's junior. She has been
employed as a model In the cloak depart¬
ment of Offermann's dry goods establish¬
ment, in Fulton street, Brooklyn.
The couple were secretly married at the

Catholic Church of Our Lady of Mercy, In
Brooklyn, on New Year's Day, and went
to Hartford on their wedding trip.
The bride is the orphan daughter of Ihe

late Captain Mahoney, who bequeathed her
$20,000, which has been held in trust pend¬
ing her marriage. She refused to answer
the charges made by Mrs. Daly, but, it Is
said, she secured for her guardian.a
priest.Incontestable evidence of her in¬
nocence.

Knlglitd Templar Annual Reception.
Palestine Commandery, Knights Templar, have

fixed upon January 21 as the date of their
eighteenth annual reception in tho Metropolitan
Opera House. The Opera House this year has
beeu provided with a new dancing floor, and the
rooms of the Opera Club will be thrown open
for the Knights. Tha Executive Committee of
the reception have Issued 2,000 invitations to
Templars residing within five hundred miles of
New York. A special feature will be a drill of
the Knights, directed by Eminent Commander
Sir Frank Goodwin. Mr. Horace H. Urockway,
of the Ashland House, is chairman of the Exec¬
utive Committee, and has charge of the boxes
and seats.

BROOKLYN BREVITIES.

The show window thief has resumed work in
Brooklyn. Thursday night lie broke the window
of Harding's store, at No. 467 Fulton street, and
stole forty neckties and seventy-two pairs of
gloves.
The three theatre cars built in Philadelphia

for the Itrooklyn Heights Railroad Company are
finished, aud will, It is expected, reach Brooklyn
Monday. The cars are to be chartered by the
evening for theatre parties.
Katie Wells, who Is only thirteen years old,

left home, at No. 186 Outfield street, Brooklyn,
Thursday morning, and up to 6 o'clock last night
had not returned. Her parents asked the police
to send out a general alarm for Katie.
Edward .T. Gilgannon was yesterday granted

a divorce from his wife Anna by Judge Gaynor,
in Brooklyn. Gilgannon Is the man who placed
a stenographer In a dry goods box to write down
his wife's alleged confession. She made no de¬
fence.
The case of William Cobb against ex-City

Clerk William J. Tate, of Brooklyn, was dis¬
missed by Judge Tighe yesterday. He' was
brought to court on a summons. Mr. Cobb had
accused him of appropriating $362, which he had
collected for rent for his (Cobb's) mother. *

Mrs. Frank Slttlg, president of the Brooklyn
Christmas Tree Society, yesterday Issued a letter
of thanks addressed to th® public in recognition
of their eo-opl>ration with the society in its ef¬
forts In behalf of the poor children of Brooklyn.
At the recent Christmas festival, held in the Co¬
lumbia Theatre, Mrs. Sittlg and her associates
gave presents to over 5,000 children.
William II. Vass. the antl-Worth Republican

leader in tho Third Ward, Brooklyn, was ar¬
raigned in Butler Street Court and accused of
wife-beating yesterday. Ills wife. Mary Vass,
alleged that he beat and kicked her last Mon¬
day. She was compelled to leave her home, No.
354 Dean street, during a fierce storm nnd seek
the shelter of her uncle's home, at No. 74
Fourth avenue. Vass denied the charges, and
said his wife had allowed herself to be used
by his political enemies. The case will be tried
January 9.

One May Be? Established in This
City by the Government

of the Czar.

It Would Be an Aid to the United
States in Case of War with

Great Britain.

ALSO A PROMOTION OF COMMERCE.

Wall Street Regards the Matter as a Diplo¬
matic Move.Favors from St. Peters¬
burg Without Direct Obligations

to That Country.
More mystery was added, to the present

diplomacy of nations by the announcement
yesterday that Russia is planning for the
establishment of a financial institution in
America. It was at first reported that a

branch of the Imperial Bank of Russia was

to be created in New York, but at the office
of the Russian Consul-Geueral it was said
that the branch would more probably be
that of the Volga Kama or some other of
the strong banking houses of St. Peters¬
burg.
Russian authorities have been correspond¬

ing with the Consul-General relative to the
matter, and, although no positive informa¬
tion has reached this country, Wall Street
men who have most to do with foreign
transactions believe that the report Is cor¬

rect, and that furthermore, Russia is pre¬
paring to take advantage of any outbreak
between her enemy, England, and this
country.
Under present conditions Russia carries

on nearly all her financial transactions with
this country through London and Berlin.
If, for Instance, an exporter sends goods to
America, he receives payment through a

bank of London or Berlin, thus creating a

delay and requiring an outlay for commis¬
sion on two bills of exchange. The same

rule prevails when goods are exported from
this country to Russia.
This arrangement is particularly objec¬

tionable because commerce between the two
countries is large. Russia sends to Amer¬
ica great quantities of hemp, camel s hair,
licorice, wool, and such articles as hempen
cloth for the dancing fioors of the wealthy,
while to Russia we send agricultural im¬
plements, sewing machines, typewriters,
locomotives and machinery of every kind.
Because of this increasing commerce it

is agreed that a branch of a Russian bank
in New York would be a profitable insti¬
tution, but Wall street men believe that
the Government of the Czar is more anx¬
ious to establish It for diplomatic reasons
than to encourage commerce. rl here was
more credence placed in the announcement,
too, after it had been stated that the
branch would more probably be that of a
private banking institution than of the
iianque Imperiale Russe. The latter bears
about the same relation to the Russian
Government as would the Sub-Treasury In
Wall street to the United States if ^ re¬
ceived and paid out deposits and did a

general banking business. This 18
closer relation than the Bank of Ln.laud
bears to Great Britain.
Because of this fact it would not be a

diplomatic move for Russia
a branch of the Imperial Bank in this
country, inasmuch as the branch would b<
in effect a part of the Russian Government,land favors accepted from it by the Lnited
States would place Uncle Sam fcnder obll-
cations to the Government of the L*ar.
Hut by having a branch of such an institu¬
tion as Volga Kama in America Russia
will be in a position to get inside
tion with regard to the financial condition
of the United States, and in cage of war or

the necessity of preparirig for war it -would
be very convenient for America to have the
agent of a friendly Government close at

llflThe significance of this is apparent when
it considered that every bank of Russia,!w wen as every institution in the country,

I sass-sr ¦-
in T'ncle Sam and Johnny ,Y.
if^en^oVeTSSd States^ ft
2SS& tS^dIr°1^yKdlrectWlotbhllKtlPonaaC t*o
^The'adivantage of this to Russia lies in
the fact that the greatest opportunitySat country will ever have
square with England will be if England
a MthoT^o^redenc^ewas placed by Wall
Street "n the story published in Washing¬
ton on Christmas Day that Ru^a had
offered to lend the United States .$4()) 0tX)
000 In gold on non-Interest bearing bonds,
it is generally believed by financiers that
Rtlsslastands ready to help the United
States when aid Is needed. The country
is able to give akl, too,, for lt has been
hoarding gold until It has about $300,000,-

*ir'In a report that the Russians, by moving
to establish a branch bank In America, are

preparing to be ready to profit, by any
new bond issues. It was thought, however,
that the bond excitement may have sug¬gested the plan and that any further war
talk will hasten Its completion.
Among the shippers the nev\ s w afl re

celved with delight.
."It will bring about direct dealings,

said a member of the Produce Exchange,
"and will result In more friendly relations
commercially. As it is now, when we sell
in St Petersburg there Is a certain lack
of confidence until the transaction Is com¬
pleted, but with a Russian bank in New
York business could be transacted as dl-
rectlv as between New York and London
or Paris or Berlin. The effect w'ould bo
the promotion of commerce between the
two countries."

ALLEN KILLED AT A DANCE.

There Was Drinking at the Festival and the
Shooting Is Mysterious.

Augusta, Ga., Jan. 3..Garvin Allen, a

young man in the employ of J. C. Beach,
a grocer, of this city, met his death in a

mysterious manner at a dance four miles
beyond Hamburg, over in South Carolina,
yesterday. Allen and James P. Gaddls, a
graduate'of Georgetown Law School, Wash¬
ington, I). C., and « recent arrival In the
city, upon the invitation of Bob Wilson,
got into a hack yesterday evening and
went to a dance at the place mentioned.
Allen was shot to death during the prog¬

ress of the dance.by whom is not known.
His body was brought here at 3 a. m. by
Gaddls and a hack driver, both of whom
were drunk and told incoherent stories.
Wilson has disappeared.

BUSINESS TROUBLES.
The Pelletreau Lithographic Company, of Nos.

18 to 22 Desbrosses street, confessed a Judgment
yesterday In fnvor of the Hanover National
Bank for $8,731 for discounted notes.
Deputy Sheriff Bipsky yesterday received two

executions for $2,124 against August Schmidt,
cooper, at No. 54:; East Seventy-fourth street,
in favor of the Hichard Grant Company.
Judge Beekman yesterday dissolved the Stand¬

ard Brush Company, of No. 400 Broome street,
aud appointed William C. Howard receiver in
proceedings for the ,-oluntary dissolution of the
company.
Mehaffey & Phillips. Importers and manufac¬

turers of buttons and trimmings, at No. 27 How¬
ard street, have sold out to S. A. Frost to se¬
cure liis claim for money loaned to th«» llrm.
Their liabilities outs.de of this claim ure said
to bo about $8,000, and they are offering to com¬
promise with their creditors at 25 cents on the
dollar in sixty days.
Judgment for $3,010 was entered yesterday

against Ferdinand It uch & Co., manufacturers
of knee pants, late No. 131 Bleecker street,
by Blumdnstlel & rscli, in favor of Mosas
Kahn, on a ' ? by the firm in Newark
where they h eh. Execution was issued
to the Sherit Mr. liauch only, as the
other partner. M. Kahn, was not sum¬
moned. The 1 ived a few weeks ago and
went Into llq'

WRONGS OF JOHN WENZEL.
Once Prosperous, He Charges His vVife

with Putting Him in an Asylum
and Taking His Property.

John Wenzel, formerly of Queens, L I.,
and a prosperous private ash removal con¬
tractor, now employed on his brother-in-
law's truck farm at One Hundred and
Ninety-fourth street and Eleventh aveiue,
put in a full day yesterday looking fcr a

lawyer to take a lawsuit on shares.
Wenzel does not look like a lunatic, jut

for five weeks previous to October 23 he
was an inmate of the asylum at Poujh-keepsle, N. Y. He was liberated by liis
brother-in-law at an expense of $150, raid
Wenzel, now penniless, is working out ihe
debt.
The poor fellow says it was all a schene

of his wife to get rid of him and get lis
property. He does not know where she Is
now, but says she got $'J,000 from him, In¬
cluding his seven horses, carts, clothes, pri¬
vate papers and at least three policies if
life insurance, of which lie knew nothing
till after his release.
Wenzel claims to have found out that &.

chief cook on the steamship Veenaan,
whose name he doesn't know, had a pricr
claim 011 his wife at the time of his mar¬
riage to her. All these tilings were made
known to Wenzel by Gustav Bolinger, o*
No. 2295 Eighth avenue, but not till Wenzei
had been adjudged insane, and, as he says,
kidnapped. The proofs of insanity submit¬
ted to Drs. Langdon, of Poughkeepsie, and
Wood, of Jamaica, L. I., were that he had
charged his wife with attempting to poison
Ills Coff66
Wenzel wants a lawyer to help him find

his wife, regain his property and get a
divorce.

VALENTINE WANTS HIS CASH.

Justice Beekman ^sked to Restore the
Broker's Property.

Lawyer David May, attorney for Walter
D. Valentine, asked Justice Beekman yes¬
terday to vacate two attachments against
Valentine & Co., obtained by C. Simon
Cohen and Joseph A. Britton on judgments
for $3,000 and $500, and oil which the
judgment creditors seized $2,850, which
was in the defendant's office. According to
the complaints of Cohen and Britton,
they were defrauded of the above amounts
through Valentine in stock transactions
on quotations alleged to be false.
Valentine had several offices in this city,

Jersey City and Boston. The attachments
were served simultaneously with the raid¬
ing of the offices in the first two cities.
Lawyer May moved to vacate them on
the ground that Valentine was a resi¬
dent of New York, and had been for tnree
years.
But the plaintiff's attorney, N. P. O'Con-

nor, said Valentine registered here as
from Boston when he learned that a war¬
rant against him had been Issued in De¬
cember. He said Valentine spent the Sum¬
mer at Bridgewater, Mass.. with his fam¬
ily. Lawyer O'Connor added that Valen¬
tine travelled about the country with
his trunk in his pocket. Decision was re¬
served.

NO TRACE OF LAWYER FRANK.

Many Creditors Are Anxious to Learn His
Whereabouts.

Hermann Frank, a lawyer, who has
offices In the Tradesmen's Bank building,
at Broadway and Iteade street, is missing,
and an army of creditors and a sorrowing
wife bewail him. Mr. Frank was last seen

in his office Christmas Day. His financial
affairs have been more or less involved
fOr the past six months, and he has seemed
morose and preoccupied, though he did not
confide his troubles even to his wife.
Judgment after judgment has been filed

against him, and it is now claimed his in¬
debtedness amounts to nearly $50,000. A
Mulberry street cobbler had a chattel mort¬
gage on Mr. Frank's law library fore¬
closed, and the books were sold under
the hammer on Thursday for $270, a frac¬
tion of their value. Frank was arrested
last week on a charge of giving a bogus
check for $600 to Michael Furst. Assist¬
ant Corporation Counsel of Brooklyn, who
was a classmate of Frank's at the Co¬
lumbia Law School.
All ok! went on

Frank's bond for $1,000, und the bond
has been forfeited. Frank's friends do not
believe that he is in communication with
his wife, who lives at No. 166 East Sev¬
enty-ninth street, nor do they think he
has committed suicide. Moses Goodman,
who had offices with Frank, believes that
he will return and endeavor to retrieve his
fallen fortunes.

LETTER BOXES WERE ABLAZE.

Thought to Have Been the Work of a

Firebug.
What the Fire Marshal suspects was an

attempt to burn the five-story tenement
house at No. 21 Monroe street was made
Thursday night. When M. Morowitz, a

tenant, returned from a wedding at mid¬
night and opened the hall door he dis¬
covered fire In the letter boxes on both
sides of the vestibule. The smoke drove
Morowitz into the street, where he told
Policeman John Haas of the fire.
With the help of the janitor they pried

the brass covering from two of the blazing
boxes and extinguished the flames. In a
few minutes the fire would have eaten
its way into the building. It Is thought
that the firebug stuffed the boxes with
paper and then dropped in lighted matches.

DISPOSITION OF GARBAGE.

Corporation Counsel Scott's New Con¬
tract to Relieve Colonel Waring.

Corporation Counsel Scott Is preparing a

new form of contract for the final disposi¬
tion of garbage. It will contain specifica¬
tions for disposing of garbage only, and
will say nothing about ashes or sweepings.
The contract will be advertised next

week, and at the end of ten days the bids
will be opened. Colonel Waring hopes that
long before April dumping of garbage Into
the sea will cease.

*»nAMMEYEb»
fey STAMPEDON ASHOE 1 | *

MEANS STANDARD OFMERIT.
6th Ave., Cor. 20th St.

.SPECIAL VALUE

For Saturday Only.
Men's Calfskin Shoes,

In Lace ami Congress. .$2.00
Women's Soolmn Pat¬

ent Leather Tipped But¬
ton B;ots $1.50

Ladies' Tnilor-Made
Overgalterg 45o.

Boy's Veal Calf Lace
Shoes,

Sizes 11 to 2, $1.25
Sizes 2y2 to 5%, $1.50

Children's Soolma.
Kid, Patent Leallier
Tip, Spring Heel Shoes,
in Button and Lace,

Sizes 6 to 10%, OOe.
Sizes 11 to 2, $1.00

Infant's Soolma. Kid
Button Shoes 50c.

EVERY PAIR OF THE ABOVE SHOES
AllE WARRANTED TO HE MADE OF
SOLID LEATHER THROUGHOUT,AND
NOT TO CONTAIN ONE PARTICLE OF
SHODDY, AND I WAR/RVVT A POSI¬
TIVE SAVING FROM SOc. TO 81.UO ON
EVERY PAIR.

OPEN THIS EVENING UNTIL 10 O'CLOCK.
CAUTION..Having no agcncies or branch

stores, my shoes can be purchased only at my
establishment.

A. J. CAMMEYER,
6th Ave., Corner 20th St., N. Y.


